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Uvodnik
Zadnje tedne so Evropske institucije namenile največ pozornosti problematiki okoljskih sprememb, zniževanju emisij toplogrednih plinov in preprečevanju segrevanja ozračja; priča smo bili dvema izključujočima se poročiloma, prvo poroča o zmanjšanju emisij CO2, drugo poroča o naraščanju izpustov toplogrednih plinov; nadalje smo slišali o učinkoviti rabi energije, alternativnim virom energije; čuti se olajšanje, ker so Francozi izbrali novega predsednika, ki pa že napoveduje, da bo blokiral pristopna pogajanja s Turčijo!
V začetku meseca maja se je na dnevnem redu ponovno pojavilo vprašanje reforme evropske ustave, diskusija o nadaljnjih aktivnostih za uskladitev mnenj držav članic. To je naloga, ki bo zahtevala še dosti pogovorov in energije, a nemškemu predsedstvu ne bi mogli očitati, da jim manjka odločenosti za premik v tej strateški zadevi.
1.maj, ki je sicer mednarodni praznik dela, je zabeležil tudi potek prvega dela prehodnega obdobja, ki ga je 12 držav članic EU izkoristilo za omejevanje prostega pretoka delavcev iz EU-10. Za podaljšanje obdobja se odločajo Avstrija, Danska, Nemčiji, Italija, za delno omejevanje pa so se odločile Belgija, Francija in Luksemburg. Slednje se odpirajo za tiste poklice, ki jih na njihovih trgih dela primanjkuje.

Dne 23.aprila je bila 28.seja Upravnega odbora Združenja, ki je sprejel letošnji delovni program in finančni načrt, hkrati pa smernice za spremembe statuta. V prihodnje bo Združenje imelo nov organ, Svet, v katerem bodo ugledni predstavniki vseh kategorij članstva SGRZ. UO je pozdravil podpis A-članske pogodbe s Kmetijsko gozdarsko zbornico Slovenije in C-člansko pogodbo z Zadružno zvezo Slovenije. Sicer je novi B-član podjetje Iskra zaščite, v podpisovanju pa sta še pogodbi z MO Celje ter Visoko šolo za dizajn.
Z veseljem sporočamo, da bo v začetku junija Združenje sprejeto v elitno evropsko mrežo »Lizbonske regije«, kjer bo zastopalo Slovenijo. Ta mreža, v kateri je trenutno le 8 evropskih regij in se širi na dodatne 4 članice (Paris, Baden Wuertenberg, Sofija in Slovenija)  združuje regije, ki si prizadevajo  razviti na znanju temelječo konkurenčnost ter se medsebojno učijo na primerih dobrih praks.
Le še 2 tedna nas loči od letošnjega, že 3. novogoriškega Foruma. Tokrat je ožja tema posvečena vlogi javnega financiranja RR dejavnosti in komunikacij. Predstavljena bodo poročila 14 regij iz držav članic ter iz vseh držav Zahodnega Balkana. Na osnovi poročil, pripravljenih v okviru evropskega projekta BIS-RTD, bodo predstavljeni problemi in dobre prakse na tem strateško pomembnem področju lizbonske strategije. Pogled na regionalni ravni daje še bolj diferencirano sliko kot na ravni držav:  delež BDP namenjen RR dejavnosti se giblje med državami od 0,38% (Romunija) do 4,27% (Švedska), med evropskimi regijami pa celo od 0,01%(SZ regija v Bolgariji)  do 7,11% (Braunschweig v Nemčiji). 
Na Forumu pričakujemo okoli 200 udeležencev iz RR sfere, iz gospodarstva ter iz državnih, regionalnih in lokalnih organov in ustanov, ki skrbijo za koordinacijo lizbonske politike. Kdor se še ni prijavil, lahko to stori preko spleta, vse informacije so na voljo na www.eref.si ter za zasedanje RIBn mreže na www.ribn.eu. Vidimo se v Novi Gorici !
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1. AKTUALNE NOVICE

· EU vesoljska politika 
Evropska vesoljska politika, ki se v sodelovanju med EU in Evropsko vesoljsko agencijo (ESA) razvija preko 30 let, zahteva nadaljnji razvoj. Ta je potreben za doseganje večje konkurenčnosti Evrope in boljšega življenja evropskih državljanov.

Prioritetna področja in programski cilji, ki jih predvidevata ESA in Komisija, so:

· Satelitska navigacija

· Opazovanje Zemlje

· Satelitska komunikacija

· Varnost in obramba

· Dostop do vesolja

· Mednarodna vesoljska postaja in raziskave solarnega sistema.

Med prioritetnimi področji je vzpostavitev satelitskega navigacijskega sistema Galileo; ki mora bili operativen najkasneje do leta 2011.

Velika prioriteta pa sta tudi uporaba vesoljskih tehnologij za varnost EU in miroljubna 'uporaba' vesolja.

Program: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/space/doc_pdf/programme_prel_en.pdf
Sporočilo:

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/space/doc_pdf/com_en.pdf in 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/space/index_en.html
· Vrh EU-ZDA
30. aprila se je v Washingtonu sestal vrh EU-ZDA. V razgovorih so nemška kanclerka Angela Merkel, predsednik ZDA George Bush ter predsednik Evropske komisije, José Manuel Barroso obravnavali več področij, med njimi so bila posebej izpostavljena: poglobitev odnosov med EU in ZDA, ekonomsko sodelovanje (npr. harmonizacija standardov za različna področja, poenotenje vizumskega režima ZDA za vse članice EU …), energetika, varovanje okolja, Doha sporazum, idr.

Sodelovanje obeh sil je pomembno za doseganje večje konkurenčnosti, predvsem v primerjavi z razvijajočimi se trgi. Tako bo z ustanovitvijo novega Transatlantskega ekonomskega sveta vzpostavljen tudi dialog za nadzor dogovorov med EU in ZDA, katerih namen je hitrejši napredek (čezatlantski trg brez ovir).
Več o tem: 
http://www.eu2007.de/en/Meetings_Calendar/Dates/April/0430-RAA1.html
in

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/030-5737-113-04-17-903-20070420IPR05683-23-04-2007-2007-false/default_en.htm

· Iniciativa za e-zaupanje

Nakupovanje preko interneta ima v EU velik potencial; vendar se prekomejnih nakupov poslužuje le 6 % evropskih potrošnikov. Omejitve so v pokrivanju trga (ponudniki blaga in storitev ne pokrivajo celotnega trga EU) ter v nizki stopnji zaupanja, predvsem zaradi strahu pred zlorabami. 

Evropski parlament je ob naštetih dejstvih pozval Evropsko komisijo, da pripravi strategijo za spodbujanje zaupanja potrošnikov v e-trgovino ter preprečevanje fragmentacije trga EU v digitalnem okolju.

T.i. iniciativa za e-zaupanje mora vključevati naslednje elemente

· Program nepovratnih sredstev za projekte, ki spodbujajo zaupanje potrošnikov v e-trgovino;
· E-vodnik za učenje in informiranje o zaščiti potrošnikov in pravic potrošnikov na področju e-trgovine;
· Izobraževanje in informiranje za mala in srednja podjetja o ponudbi in potencialu prekomejne e-trgovine;
· Učinkovit in hiter sistem za opozarjanje in boj proti internetnim zlorabam.
Ena izmed idej se nanaša tudi na vzpostavitev »European online trust mark (evropska znamka spletnega zaupanja)«.

Več o tem: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/058-6365-127-05-19-909-20070507IPR06333-07-05-2007-2007-false/default_en.htm

· Skupni evropski zračni prostor

Evropski parlament je konec aprila potrdil sklep Sveta EU za vzpostavitev skupnega evropskega zračnega prostora (ECAA), ki bo zajemal članice EU, Islandijo, Norveško, Albanijo, Bosno in Hercegovino, Hrvaško, Makedonijo, Srbijo s Kosovom ter Črno goro.

Večstranski sporazum omogoča širitev letalskega pravnega reda Unije, nediskriminacijo zaradi državljanstva, skupne predpise o varnosti v letalstvu, varovanju, boljše vodenje zračnega prometa, konkurence idr. 

Protokol bo podpisnice zavezoval k postopni uvedbi zahtev iz sporazuma.

Več o tem: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/062-5732-113-04-17-910-20070420IPR05678-23-04-2007-2007-false/default_sl.htm

2. KRATKE NOVICE IN VABILA K SODELOVANJU

Zmanjšanje carin za neobdelan aluminij na 3 %

V začetku maja so države članice enoglasno sprejele predlog za zmanjšanje carinske stopnje za neobdelan aluminij na 3 % (prej 6%).

Zmanjšana stopnja bo veljavna predvidoma od 12. maja dalje.

Kazen za pivski kartelski dogovor

Evropska komisija je izrekla kazen v višini dobrih 273 milijonov evrov za kartelski dogovor med nizozemskimi proizvajalci piva Heineken, Grolsch, Bavaria in InBev.

Ta štiri podjetja so se med leti 1996 in 1999 večkrat srečala na neformalnih sestankih, na katerih  so usklajevala cene piva na Nizozemskem. 

Kazen bodo plačala podjetja Heinken v višini dobrih 219, Grolsch v višini dobrih 31 ter Bavaria v višini dobrih 22 milijonov evrov. Podjetje InBev je zaradi sodelovanja s Komisijo oproščen plačila kazni, ki bi sicer znašala dobrih 84 milijonov evrov.

Več: 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/509&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

RAPEX

Hitri sistem obveščanja EU o nevarnih proizvodih, ki krožijo na evropskem trgu. Posodobitve za april-maj:

http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=126
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=127
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=128
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=129
Mnenja o evropski ustavi
Nemško predsedstvo je s pomočjo vprašalnika raziskalo mnenje med članicami glede evropske ustave. Stališča držav so različna, od izražene naklonjenosti vse do dvoma o potrebnosti ustave na evropski ravni. Med države, katerih mnenja so še posebej izstopajoča - skeptična, so Velika Britanija, Češka, Poljska in Nizozemska. 

Nemško predsedstvo želi na v junijskem svetu potrditi načrt za nadaljnje aktivnosti glede ustavne pogodbe, pred tem pa se bo še sestalo z voditelji držav članic.

Več: http://www.eu2007.de/en/
3. NOVA ZAKONODAJA

· Civilno letalstvo – novi varnostni ukrepi in predlogi

Evropski parlament je potrdil novo uredbo o skupnih pravilih varovanja civilnega letalstva. Uredba določa preglede, varnostne postopke, seznam prepovedanih predmetov, idr.
 

Hkrati Parlament zahteva zaostritev pravil glede t.i. Sky Marshals, častnikov za varovanje na letalu med letom; predvsem glede nošenja orožja in glede odobritve njihove prisotnosti s strani vpletenih držav.

 

Parlament poleg tega predlaga tudi časovno veljavnost nekaterih skupnih osnovnih standardov oz. prepovedi, kot je npr. trenutno veljavna prepoved vnosa tekočin. Veljavnost nekaterih pravil naj bi prenehala po 6 mesecih od uveljavitve.

Mnenje parlamenta: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5274732
· Potrjen predlog uredbe o javnih storitvah v železniškem in cestnem potniškem prevozu


Evropski parlament je v začetku maja potrdil predlog uredbe o javnih storitvah v železniškem in cestnem potniškem prevozu. 

Uredba bo določala 

· pravila za sklepanje pogodb med lokalnimi oblastmi in izvajalci storitev (določanje standardov in kakovosti storitev, veljavnost pogodbe in možnost podaljšanja, možnost najema podizvajalcev …)
· finančna nadomestila za izvajalce, ki opravljajo javne storitve.

S naj bi bila omogočena večja konkurenčnost in boljša preglednost.

Dopolnila, ki jih je sprejel parlament, so usklajena s Svetom EU, ki bo tako verjetno kmalu potrdil končno besedilo uredbe.

Več o tem: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/062-6471-129-05-19-910-20070507IPR06402-09-05-2007-2007-false/default_en.htm

· Direktiva o ogledalih na tovornih vozilih

 
Evropski poslanci v začetku maja obravnavali in sprejeli predlog direktive o namestitvi vzvratnih ogledal za odpravo mrtvega kota na tovornih vozilih, ki so bila registrirana po letu 2000. 

 

Direktiva je namenjena tovornjakom brez dodatne opreme za izboljšanje vidnega polja:

Cilj direktive je izboljšanje varnosti udeležencev v cestnem prometu, zlasti pešcev, kolesarjev in motoristov. Upoštevati jo bo moralo približno 5 milijonov tovornjakov (tovornih vozil z nosilnostjo nad 3,5 tone), ki so bila registrirana po 1. januarju 2000 brez izboljšav posrednega vidnega polja. 

Cena dodatne opreme
Dodatna oprema za tovornjak je ocenjena med 100 do 150 evrov. 

Več o tem:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/062-6470-129-05-19-910-20070507IPR06401-09-05-2007-2007-false/default_en.htm

4. GOSPODARSKE NOVICE

· Enotni EU davek za gospodarstvo?
Evropska komisija je v začetku maja predstavila sporočilo, v katerem nakazuje resno namero za določitev enotnega davka od dohodkov pravnih oseb v EU.   

CCCTB (common consolidated corporate tax base) naj bi po besedah komisarja za davke, g. Lászla Kovács-a, pripomoglo k doseganju Lisbonskih ciljev – predvsem večje konkurenčnosti EU gospodarstva. S harmonizacijo tega davka bi se npr. lahko spodbudilo prekomejne investicije, predvsem za mala in srednja podjetja; investicije v raziskave in razvoj …

Komisar Kovács ob tem zatrjuje, da bodo države članice obdržale suverenost nad davčnimi prihodki, dovoljeno jim bo določiti izjeme, ki bodo veljale za posamezno državo članico.

Podjetja naj bi imela možnost odločitve, ali bodo obdavčena po EU ali nacionalni zakonodaji – to naj bi veljalo predvsem za tista podjetja, ki v veliki meri poslujejo na domačem trgu.

Komisar pričakuje negativne odzive nekaterih držav, vendar bo aktivnosti nasprotovanju navkljub vodil v smer pilotnega projekta; v državah, ki bodo podpisale sporazum o harmonizaciji davka od dohodkov pravnih oseb.

Iz sistema harmonizacije naj bi bil izvzet finančni sektor.

Več: http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/593&format=HTML&aged=0&language=en&guiLanguage=en

· EU poslanci podprli nižje tarife za roaming

Konec aprila so poslanci v Evropskem parlamentu potrdili predlog uredbe, ki določa nove tarife za gostovanje v tujih mobilnih omrežjih.

V začetku maja pa se niso uspeli uskladiti s Svetom, predvsem za višino tarif ter  hitrost implementacije novih tarif.

Parlament predlaga najvišjo dovoljeno ceno za minuto pogovora v tujini 0.45€ ter 0.20 za dohodne klice. Svet predlaga najvišjo tarifo za odhodne klice 0.60€ ter 0.30 za dohodne klice.

Trenutni predlog uredbe ne vključuje storitev sms in mms.

Končna odločitev glede uredbe bo sprejeta predvidoma v začetku junija, ko bodo o zmanjševanju tarif odločali tudi evropski ministri.  

Več o tem: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/058-5247-106-04-16-909-20070412STO05231-2007-16-04-2007/default_en.htm
in 

http://www.euractiv.com/en/infosociety/consumers-may-wait-cheaper-international-calls/article-163543

· Proti spolnemu nadlegovanju na delovnem mestu

Evropski delodajalci in sindikati so se konec aprila združili v boju proti nasilju in spolnemu nadlegovanju na delovnem mestu. Podpisali so okvirni sporazum, katerega namen je predvsem preprečiti oba pojava.


Evropska podjetja pa bodo morala sprejeti politiko 'nične tolerance' za tovrstno vedenje in določiti postopke za obravnavanje primerov nadlegovanja in nasilja, kadar se pojavijo. 

Postopki ob pritožbah bodo morali vključevati neformalno stopnjo preiskave, hitrost ukrepanja, dostojanstvo, zaupnost, nepristranost in enakovredno obravnavanje vpletenih. Proti storilcem bodo podjetja morala nastopiti z ustreznimi ukrepi in sankcijami. 

Implementacija sporazum je zavezujoča za člane združenj BUSINESSEUROPE, UEAPME, CEEP, ETUC in EUROCADRES/CEC.

Sporazum:

http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/news/2007/apr/harassment_violence_at_work_en.pdf
Novica: 

http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/news/2007/apr/press_release_violence_en.pdf
· Profili držav za področje pravic potrošnikov

Na spletnih straneh Generalnega direktorata za zdravje in varstvo potrošnikov so dostopni profili držav s podatki o nacionalnih politikah glede pravic potrošnikov. Vključujejo informacije o institucijah, specializiranih medijih, implementaciji, regulativah, izobraževanju idr. 

Več o tem

http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/overview/countryprofiles_en.htm
5. FINANČNE STORITVE

· Hedge skladi – uravnavati ali ne?
Države članice so naklonjene nacionalnemu določanju pravil ravnanja in delovanja hedge skladov. Predstavniki vlad, Evropske komisije in Sveta EU se zavedajo prednostih tovrstnih skladov. 

Svet EU poudarja, da sta za razumevanje delovanja hedge skladov potrebna poznavanje in načela delovanja, preko katerih bi lahko ustrezno analizirali in nadzorovali vpliv, ki ga imajo na finančne trge; ter na osnovi izdelanih analiz in scenarijev pripravili strategijo za nadzor.

Več o tem: http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/ecofin/94019.pdf
in

http://www.euractiv.com/en/financial-services/eu-finance-ministers-opt-soft-line-hedge-funds/article-163635
· Investicije EBRD in EIB

Evropska banka za razvoj 

(www.ebrd.com) 

Ukrajina: posojilo v vrednosti 50 milijonov ukrajinski banki.

Armenija: 7 mio € posojila za vzpostavitev čistilne naprave za odpadne vode

Kirgizistan: 1 mio USD posojila za spodbujanje mikropodjetništva

Skandinavija: v sodelovanju s skandinavskimi partnerji bo EBRD zagotovila 30.5 mio € posojila za pomoč pri preprečevanju in odpravljanju posledic uhajanja nafte.

Evropska investicijska banka 

(www.eib.eu.int)

EIB-KfW Carbon Programme: Sodelovanje EIB in KfW; Carbon Programme je namenjen predvsem MSP za nakup t.i. ekoloških kvot za CO2. Proračun programa je 100 mio €.

Eurotunnel: investicija v Eurotunnel, trans-evropsko transportno omrežje, delnice v vrednosti cca. 60 mio €.

EIB University Networks: podpisan sporazum o sodelovanju med EIB in UNIMED

Španija: 30 mio€ investicij v raziskave in razvoj na področju biofarmacije.


6. REGIONALNA POLITIKA

· Jaspers pisarna za podporo projektom 
Na Dunaju je bila v začetku maja odprta nova Jaspers pisarna, namenjena podpori projektom v državah Češka, Madžarska, Slovaška in Slovenija.

Pisarna zaposluje inženirje, ekonomiste in finančne specialiste za pomoč podjetjem pri pripravi investicijskih projektov, ki bodo sofinancirani iz evropskih skladov, do leta 2013.

Več o tem: 

http://jaspers.europa.eu/
in 

http://www.eib.europa.eu/news/press/press.asp?press=3274
· Merjenje učinkov kohezijske politike
Konec aprila je Generalne direktorat za regionalno politiko na svojih spletnih straneh objavil praktični vodnik za merjenje učinkov Kohezijske politike na zaposlovanje.

Delovni dokument ponuja praktične napotke za merjenje učinkov na zaposlovanje.

Vodnik na spletu:

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/2007/working/wd6_employ_en.pdf

· ESRR tudi za stanovanjska vprašanja

V začetku maja je bilo v Parlamentu predstavljeno poročilo o stanju ponudbe in dostopnosti stanovanj za državljane EU. Poročilo nakazuje na pomanjkanje dostojnih in cenovno dostopnih stanovanj, kar  vpliva na življenje državljanov in njihove možnosti za socialno vključevanje. 

Možne rešitve

Znotraj Evropskega sklada za regionalni razvoj (ESRR) so v proračunskem obdobju 2007-2013 na voljo sredstva za reševanje stanovanjskih vprašanj, predvsem za tiste nove članice, ki jim grozi propad stanovanjskega sklada ali pa tudi socialna izključenost.

Parlament  spodbuja Evropsko investicijsko banko in Evropsko komisijo k oblikovanju strategije za razmah gradbeništva zlasti v novih državah članicah. Pri tem gre za strukturno pomoč razvoju stanovanjskega sektorja, ob sodelovanju in so-investiranju lokalnih in regionalnih virov. 

Parlament zato želi, da države članice sprejmejo ustrezno zakonodajo, ki bo zagotovila izvajanje pravice do primernega stanovanja dobre kakovosti in po dostopni ceni.

Več o tem:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/059-6478-129-05-19-910-20070507IPR06417-09-05-2007-2007-false/default_en.htm

7. TRANSPORT IN ENERGETIKA

· Evropski strateški načrt za energijo in tehnologijo (SET)

Evropa je stopila v novo energetsko obdobje, v čas, ko globalna poraba energije močno narašča, zmanjšujejo se rezerve nafte in plina. Ob tem je posebej izpostavljen problem porasta emisij toplogrednih plinov ter s tem povezanih vprašanj klimatskih sprememb kot posledice onesnaževanja.

Evropa, oz. ves svet mora te težave rešiti s trajnostno, varno in konkurenčno energijo – kar je tudi zapisano v dokumentu Energetska politika za Evropo (http://ec.europa.eu/energy/energy_policy/index_en.htm).

Za dosego cilja Evropska komisija pripravlja t.i. »Evropski strateški načrt za energijo in tehnologijo (SET)«, h kateremu je povabila tudi prispevke, komentarje in rešitve javnosti. 

· Javni posvet na temo biogoriv

Evropska komisija je sprožila javni posvet na temo biogoriv in nove zakonodaje za promocijo obnovljivih virov energije. 

Kompetentne posameznike in subjekte vabi k posredovanju mnenj glede možnosti doseganja 10% deleža biogoriv v transportu, oz. 20% delež obnovljivih virov energije do leta 2020, v različnih sektorjih. 

Komisija ob tem išče potencialne rešitve tudi na naslednjih področjih:

· Kako naj bo oblikovan trajnostni sistem biogoriv;
· Katera merila bi lahko uporabili za merjenje posledic uporabe biogoriv; 

· Na kakšen način bi lahko spodbudili uporabo biogoriv druge generacije;
· Katere nadaljnje aktivnosti so potrebne za dosego 10% deleža biogoriv.
Rok za oddajo mnenj je 4. junij 2007.

Vabljeni k sodelovanju!

Dokument za razpravo

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/res/consultation/doc/2007_06_04_biofuels/2007_06_04_public_consultation_biofuels_en.pdf

Več o tem: 

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/res/consultation/biofuels_en.htm

· Novi standardi za vozila

V začetku maja je Parlament potrdil nove standarde za proizvodnjo cestnih vozil. Ti predvsem zajemajo:

· Izboljšan dostop za invalide, predvsem za avtobuse; 

· Strožje tehnične zahteve za vozila;
· Obvezno opremo, kot je npr. ABS zavorni sistem, več izboljšanih vzvratnih ogledal, izboljšanje svetlobnih signalov idr.

Novi standardi bodo vplivali tudi na dvig okoljskih in varnostnih standardov, pri čimer bodo vozila primerna za prodajo po vsem svetu.

Več o tem:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/062-6473-129-05-19-910-20070507IPR06412-09-05-2007-2007-false/default_sl.htm

· Odprto nebo – sporazum podpisan

V času poteka vrha EU-ZDA je bil v Washingtonu končni podpisan sporazum »Open skies«, o katerem smo pisali že v prejšnjem Biltenu. To je pogodba med EU in ZDA, ki ureja posebne določbe o letalskem prevozu med kontinentoma, med drugimi:

· Intenzivno sodelovanje med EU in ZDA na področju varnosti in okolja;
· Večji pretok investicij, v obeh smereh;
· Zmanjševanje restrikcij v transatlantskih poletih …

Več o tem: 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/air_portal/international/pillars/global_partners/doc/us/press_release_signature_30_04_07.pdf
in 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/air_portal/international/pillars/global_partners/us_en.htm

8. EKOLOGIJA IN TRAJNOSTNI RAZVOJ

· Možnosti za blažitev globalnega segrevanja
V začetku maja je bilo v okviru Medvladnega panela o klimatskih spremembah predstavljeno poročilo o možnostih za blažitev globalnega segrevanja. Izpostavljena so bila področja, ki imajo potencial za zmanjševanje emisij toplogrednih plinov; med njimi predvsem:
· Nove tehnologije, predvsem na področjih gradbeništva, predelave odpadkov in kmetijstva;
· Transport, predvsem na področju učinkovite rabe goriv in večje uporabe biogoriv;
· Energetska infrastruktura, predvsem večja uporaba obnovljivih virov energije;
· Spremembe v načinu življenja ljudi;
· Instrumenti politike, predvsem zmanjševanje dovoljenih količin emisij toplogrednih plinov. 

Več o tem: 

http://www.europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/610&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en 

in 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/home_en.htm 

· Znanje o okolju za JVE
V Leipzigu, Nemčija, je potekala konferenca na temo “Trajnostni razvoj kot gonilo inovativnosti“. Organizirana je bila z namenom spodbuditi znanstevno sodelovanje z vzhodno Evropo, na področju trajnostnega razvoja. 

V teku dogodka so bile predstavljene izkušnje regije Leipzig s področja preoblikovanja bivše rudarske regije v okolju prijazno področje. 

Načrte za prihodnost je predstavilo tudi nemško ministrstvo za šolstvo in raziskave; v prihodnjih letih bo investiralo dokaj visoke zneske v raziskave s področja okolja in trajnostnega razvoja; v promocijo okoljskih visokih tehnologij. Glavni cilj je doseči bolj učinkovito rabo energije.

Več o tem: http://www.bmbf.de/en/

· 6. okoljski akcijski program Skupnosti

Evropska komisija je v začetku maja predstavila vmesno poročilo 6. okoljskega akcijskega programa Skupnosti (6EAP), v katerem je opozorila na izzive, ki nas čakajo do leta 2012, ko se program izteče. 

Poročilo ugotavlja, da je EU uspešna z vidika sprejemanja političnih ukrepov, ki jih predvideva program, v prihodnje pa se bo morala usmeriti na štiri prednostna področja: 

· boj proti podnebnim spremembam;
· ohranjanje biotske raznolikosti in zaščita narave;
· zmanjšanje okoljskih vplivov na zdravje; 

· trajnostno upravljanje z naravnimi viri in odpadki. 

Več o tem: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/newprg/index.htm

in
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/603&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

9. FARMACIJA IN ZDRAVSTVO

· Nove, alternativne, a varne metode zdravljenja

Znanstveni napredek in inovacije v Evropskem zdravstvu gredo v smeri genskega zdravljenja, somatsko-celičnega zdravljenja in tkivnega inženirstva. 

S temi metodami bi preko alternativnih, novih a varnih oblik zdravljenja odpravili trenutno še težko- ali neozdravljive bolezni (kot so npr. različne oblike raka, Parkinsonova bolezen, razne dedne bolezni).

Evropska unija tako potrebuje zakonodajo, ki bo uravnavala nove metode in preprečevala zlorabe. Vključevati pa mora naslednje ukrepe – elemente: 

· skupna pravila za napredno zdravljenje; 

· ustanovitev odbora za napredno zdravljenje znotraj  Evropske agencije za zdravila, ki bi bil odgovoren za pripravo osnutka mnenja o kakovosti, varnosti in učinkovitosti vsakega zdravila za napredno zdravljenje; 

· zagotovitev visoke stopnje zdravja in varnosti. 

O tem je  Evropski parlament razpravljal konec aprila – zgodba se bo nadaljevala, tudi na področju moralne odgovornosti glede raziskav človeškega tkiva, genetskega križanja, ipd.

Več: http://ec.europa.eu/prelex/detail_dossier_real.cfm?CL=sl&DosId=193544 in 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_threats/human_substance/blood_tissues_organs_en.htm

· Sodišče o zdravljenju v tujini

V sredini aprila je Sodišče Evropskih skupnosti na podlagi grškega primera iz leta 1998 presodilo, da Zavodi za zdravstveno zavarovanje ne morejo absolutno izključiti možnosti povračila stroškov za zdravljenje v tujini, tudi če gre za zasebne klinike.

Sodišče je tudi sporočilo, da pravo EU na tem področju sicer ne posega v pristojnost posameznih držav članic, vendar morajo države skrbeti za skladnost z načelom svobodne ponudbe storitev. 

Sodišče je tako presodilo, da so namesto prepovedi zdravljenja v tujini bolj primerni ukrepi kot so npr. predhodna odobritev zdravljenja oz. seznam in višina predvidenih povračil s strani nacionalnih zavodov zdravstvenega varstva.

Več o tem: 

http://www.curia.europa.eu/en/actu/communiques/cp07/aff/cp070031en.pdf

10. RR IN INOVACIJE

· Zaščita intelektualne lastnine – novost za EU

Evropska komisija je zaradi (pre)velikih razlik na področju sankcioniranja kršitev intelektualne lastnine v posameznih državah članicah pripravila predlog direktive o kazenskih ukrepih za zagotavljanje uveljavljanja pravic intelektualne lastnine. To je prva direktiva, ki med državami članicami usklajuje ukrepe s področja kazenskega prava.

Direktiva države članice obvezuje, da kot kaznivo dejanje opredelijo vse naklepne kršitve pravic intelektualne lastnine, ki so bile storjene v komercialno korist. Kot kaznivo dejanje pa ni opredeljena kršitev pravic intelektualne lastnine za osebne,
neprofitne namene.


Določa tudi ukrepe (globe in zaporne kazni) za kršitve pravic intelektualne lastnine. V primeru hudih kršitev se storilcem lahko določi globa najmanj 300 tisoč evrov ali štiri leta zapora. Za ostale primere kaznivih dejanj je predvidena najvišja zagrožena denarna kazen najmanj 100 tisoč evrov. Kot kaznivo dejanje bo veljalo tudi spodbujanje oz. pomoč pri kršitvi pravic intelektualne lastnine.

Več o tem

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/057-6278-122-05-18-909-20070504STO06277-2007-02-05-2007/default_en.htm
in 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2007-0145+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN

· Vesolje – prihodnost za raziskave

V zadnjem mesecu je še posebej postalo aktualno vesolje, politika, investicije in seveda raziskave, povezane z vesoljskimi tehnologijami. 

Vesolje je dejansko področje prihodnosti. Posli z vesoljsko tehnologijo na svetovnem trgu presegajo  vrednost 90 milijard evrov; vrednost se na letni ravni povečuje za sedem odstotkov (od tega 40% pripada Evropski vesoljski industriji).

V prihodnosti bodo velikost investicij še naraščala, saj želi tudi Evropa uporabljati vesolje za zaščito državljanov, za raziskave, za nadzor podnebnih sprememb, vremenske napovedi, preprečevanje naravnih nesreč, idr.
K sodelovanju tako vabi preko razpisov kot tudi preko tenderjev Evropske vesoljske agencije.

Več o tem:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/031-6208-122-05-18-903-20070430IPR06168-02-05-2007-2007-false/default_en.htm

Razpisi – 7.OP:

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.CooperationDetailsCallPage&call_id=38

ESA:

http://www.esa.int

· Nova iniciativa za zaščito biološke raznolikosti

V začetku maja je Evropska komisija lansirala novo, obsežno raziskovalno iniciativo, ki bo pomagala pri ohranjanju izjemne biološke raznolikost EU tropskih in subtropskih regij. 

Tu gre predvsem za zaščito flore in faune pred vplivom ljudi, za identifikacijo in postavljanje prioritet raziskovalnih področij, ocenjevanje biološke raznolikosti s socio-ekonomskega vidika ter definiranje aktivnosti za trajnostni razvoj.

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=newsalert&lg=en&year=2007&na=na-100507

11. KMETIJSTVO

· Prestrukturiranje sektorja sladkorja

Evropska komisija je  v začetku maja predlagala spremembe sheme prestrukturiranja sektorja proizvodnje sladkorja, s katerimi želi doseči zmanjšanje proizvodnje sladkorja do leta 2010 in doseči trajnostni razvoj tega sektorja.

Reforma zajema naslednje predloge:

· Finančne spodbude proizvajalcem za opustitev dejavnosti;
· Spodbude za opustitev kvot, oz. natančneje  - oprostitev plačila dajatev za prestrukturiranje;
· 10-odstotna pomoč za pridelovalce in izvajalce s stroji; pridelovalci, ki se odločijo opustiti kvote, bodo prejeli dodatno plačilo v višini 237,5 EUR na tono opuščene kvote.

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/capreform/sugar/index_en.htm
in 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/617&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

· Pomoč in spodbude sadjarstvu in proizvodnji zelenjave

Parlamentarni odbor za kmetijstvo je v začetku meseca maja podal zeleno luč za reformo sektorja pridelave sadja in zelenjave, predvsem z vidika finančnih spodbud.

Možne usmeritve za reformo:

· vzpostavitev Varnostnega sklada, namenjenega za reševanje kriznih situacij, kot so npr. upadanje cen sadja in zelenjave. Vanj bi vplačevala EU ter proizvajalci sami.

· Krepitev organizacij pridelovalcev; za dialog z distributerji ter promocijo potrošnje sadja in zelenjave.
· Nudenje posebne pomoči za nekatere vrste sadežev in zelenjave (ocenjena glede na velikost obdelovane zemlje).
· Večji nadzor nad uvozom in garancije za potrošnike.

Več o tem:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/032-6361-127-05-19-904-20070507IPR06315-07-05-2007-2007-false/default_sl.htm

· Strategija za krepitev populacije trsk

Parlamentarni odbor za ribištvo je dopolnil predlog Evropske komisije za okrepitev populacije trsk v Baltskem morju. Trenutno izkoriščanje ene najbolj pomembnih ribjih vrst v regiji ogroža njeno preživetje, saj 2-3 krat presega njene sposobnosti za razmnoževanje.

Komisija je predlagala zmanjšanje dovoljenih kvot za ulov. Ker pa je 35-45% ulova ulovljenega nelegalno, predlaga tudi povečanje nadzora nad ribiči. 

Parlamentarni odbor za ribištvo je predlog Komisije dopolnil s povečanjem spodnje meje za dovoljeni ulov posamezne živali, s čimer bi omogočili populaciji, da se lažje obnavlja.

Več o tem:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5373232 

Poročilo:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2004_2009/documents/pr/631/631065/631065en.pdf
· Pristanišča zaprta za nelegalni ulov

1. maja 2007 je stopila v veljavo kontrolna shema za nadzor v pristaniščih, namenjena boju proti nelegalnemu ulovu rib. Tuja ribiška plovila ne bodo mogla iztovoriti ali pretovoriti zamrznjenih rib v pristaniščih NEAFC (Konvencija o ribištvu severovzhodnega Atlantika).

Shema predstavlja napredek na področju boja proti nelegalnemu ulovu;  preprečevanju prodaje nelegalnega ulova, zmanjševanju dobička ter zmanjševanju motivacije za kršenje zakonodaje.

Več o tem: http://www.neafc.org/

Seznam NEAFC pristanišč

http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/publications/factsheets/legal_texts/list_neafc_ports_sl.pdf

· Pravila za dobrobit pitanih piščancev

Nova pravila določajo strožje standarde v sektorju reje piščancev za meso; zadevajo pa predvsem zagotavljanja prostora (največja dovoljena gostota 33kg/m2 -39kg/m2 ), osvetljevanja, hranjenja, prezračevanja, sveže stelje idr.

Nova pravila naj bi zagotovila boljše življenjske pogoje za živali, boljše počutje, boljše meso in seveda manj možnosti za razvoj bolezni, ki bi se lahko prenesle na ljudi. 

Več o tem: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/630&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN

12. JUGOVZHODNA EVROPA

· Srbija ponovno na poti EU
Bruselj ocenjuje, da se Srbija vrača na pot k približevanju EU. K temu prispevajo reforme države ter oblikovanje nove vlade. 

Komisar za širitev, g. Olli Rehn, je prepričan, da bo EU v kratkem lahko ponovno odprla pogovore o stabilizacijskem in pridružitvenem sporazumu (SAA) Srbije, znotraj tega tudi dogovori glede viznega režima za srbske državljane.

Komisar Rehn je izjavil, da bo lahko SAA za Srbijo ponovno odprt kljub temu, da še niso predani odgovorni za vojne zločine v času vojne na Balkanu, vendar se brez izpolnitve tega pogoja proces ne bo mogel zaključiti.
Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/index_en.htm 

· Dogovori o viznih sistemih nekaterih držav Zahodnega Balkana

V aprilu se je med EU in tremi državami Zahodnega Balkana, t.j. Bosno in Hercegovino, Albanijo in Črno goro pričel  proces vzpostavitve posebnega viznega režima za državljane omenjenih držav. 

Splošni cilj dogovorov je poenostavitev postopka za pridobitev vize; tako je strošek pridobitve vize znižan s 60€ na 35€; identificirane so tudi izjeme, pri katerih stroška pridobitve ni potrebno plačati.

Poenostavljen postopek pridobitve velja za študente, poslovneže in novinarje.

Republika Makedonija je te dogovore že zaključila, Srbija jih bo zaključila kmalu. 

Politika preprečevanja ilegalnih migracij je tesno povezana z viznimi režimi.

Več o tem:

http://www.ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/frattini/index_en.htm
· Kosovo – še vedno nedorečen status
EU in ZDA želita še v mesecu maju 'spraviti pod streho' resolucijo Združenih narodov o statusu Kosova. Iz tega razloga opozarjata Rusijo, da naj ne izreče veta na Ahtisaarijev predlog, ki predvideva omejeno samostojnost pokrajine pod mednarodnim nadzorom.

V primeru izreka veta, opozarjajo EU in ZDA uradniki, bo Rusija odgovorna za kakršnekoli nemire oz. nestabilnost v pokrajini.

Več o tem: 

http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/index.htm
13. NAJAVE DOGODKOV
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FP7: Opportunities for SMEs and Business Support Organizations
Bruselj, 21.maj 2007

http://www.ianis.net/index.php?page=events&sub=detail&idevent=1752
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  The European Social Fund 2007-2013: Making best use of EU funding for developing the labour market
Milano, 21. – 22. maj 2007

http://www.eipa.eu/en/activities/show/&tid=2157
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 Innotown Innovation Conference 2007
Älesund (Norveska), 21. – 23. maj 2007

http://www.innotown.com/?gclid=CLSd9Jnr8okCFREPgQodUA1ZEw
[image: image5.png]



2nd China Business Summit: Maintaining Business Competitiveness in a Changing Market 
London, 22.maj 2007

http://www.economistconferences.com/Roundtable/Public/con_common.asp?rtid=1100&rtRegion=4&area=1
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Energy as a Thematic Priority in FP7 
Bruselj, 23. maj 2007

www.cost.esf.org
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How to Develop a Convincing Project Strategy for EU Funding: Do's and Don'ts for Local and Regional Actors 
Barcelona, 23. – 25. maj 2007

http://www.eipa.nl/index.asp?option=products&section=M&id=1871&fct=Open
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The Good, the Bad and the Unexpected: the User and the Future of Information and Communication Technologies 
Moskva, 23. – 25. maj 2007

http://conference.cost298.org/
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Project Preparation and Management in the 7th Framework Programme 
Paris, 25. – 26. juni 2007

www.welcomeurope.com
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Fast Forward Innovation  
Bruselj, 29. maj 2007

http://www.eurochambres.eu/PDF/pdf_reasearch_&_technological_Development/EIT_round_table.pdf
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European BioPerspectives  
Köln, 30. maj – 1. juni 2007

http://www.bioperspectives.org/
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Brussels Economic Forum 2007: Global Adjustment and EMU  
Bruselj, 31. maj – 1. juni 2007

http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/events/2007/events_brussels_0507_en.htm
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20th eBled Conference: eMergence  
Bled, 3. juni 2007

http://www.ianis.net/index.php?page=events&sub=detail&idevent=1778
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Conference on the European Charter for Small Enterprises  
Berlin, 4. – 5. juni 2007

http://213.128.143.24/(S(3cqyhx452ywnb2vgay0qmhyz))/Default.aspx
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Employment Week 2007  
Bruselj, 5. – 6. juni 2007

www.employmentweek.com
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Abuco: Value-Based Technomics  
Bruselj, 5. – 6. juni 2007

http://www.seii.org/view96.php?articleid=75
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4th Conference on Research Infrastructures  
Hamburg, 5. – 6. juni 2007

http://www.ecri2007.de/
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Culture as Innovation: The Search for Creative Power in Economies and Societies  
Turku, 6. – 8. juni 2007

http://www.tukkk.fi/tutu/conference2007/
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PPP Forum 2007: Meeting the Increasing Infrastructure Needs in Turkey, SE-Europe, Caucasus and Western Balkans  
Istanbul, 7. – 8. juni 2007

http://www.euroconvention.com/1251-istanbulhome.htm
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3rd European Research and Innovation Exhibition  
Paris, 7. – 9. juni 2007

http://www.european-research-exhibition.com/
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From Reaction to Action: Managing Regional Challenges Today and Tomorrow  
Stockholm, 7. – 9. juni 2007

http://www.stockholmregion.org/websites/stockholm/sd_page/292/Conference%20broschyr%20&%20draft%20programme_WEB.pdf?
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5th Business Roundtable with the Government of Slovenia: Impact of Reforms on Business  
Bled, 11. juni 2007

http://www.economistconferences.com/Roundtable/Public/con_common.asp?rtid=1069&rtRegion=3&area=1
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Textiles and Clothing Sector at the Time of Globalization: Managing Structural Changes and Remaining Competitive
Istanbul, 12. juni 2007

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/textile/conf_tc200706_en.htm
[image: image24.png]



Green Week  2007: Lessons from the Past, challenges for the Future
Bruselj, 12. – 15. juni 2007

http://www.env-health.org/a/2469
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Economic Modelling Workshop 2007 – Economic Evaluation of Climate, Labour Market and Pension Policies  
Bruselj, 13. juni 2007

www.zeu.eu
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IANIS Annual Conference 2007: Innovation and Technology: Knowledge-Based Regions in a Competitive Europe  
Bilbao, 13. juni 2007

http://www.ianis.net/index.php?page=events&sub=detail&idevent=1619
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At the Crossroads of East and West: New Opportunities for Enterpreneurship and Small Business  
Turku, 13. -15. juni 2007

http://www.icsb2007.org/
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Metrology for Nanotechnology  
Torino, 14. -15. juni 2007

http://cordis.europa.eu/fetch?CALLER=EN_NEWS_EVENT&ACTION=D&DOC=45&CAT=NEWS&QUERY=1178629446502&RCN=27431
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Institutions for Knowledge Generation and Knowledge Flows: Building Innovative Capabilities for Regions  
Uddevalla (Svedska), 14. -16. juni 2007

http://www.symposium.hv.se/extra/pod/?action=pod_show&id=1&module_instance=1
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Innovation for Growth: The Challenges for East & West  
Warsawa, 17. juni 2007

http://www.ianis.net/index.php?page=events&sub=detail&idevent=1763
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Licensing Executives Society International Conference 2007  
Zurich, 17. – 20. juni 2007

http://www.lesi2007.org/0101.html
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What is the Future of EU Enlargement? Analysing the Public Debates. What are the Implications for the Western Balkans?  
Wilton Park (UK), 19. – 21. juni 2007

http://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/themes/see/pastconference.aspx?confref=WPS06/23
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EuroNanoforum 2007  
Düsseldorf, 19. – 21. juni 2007

http://www.euronanoforum2007.eu/
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EU Banking and Financial Law: Dynamic Consolidation  
Maastricht, 21. – 22. juni 2007

http://www.eipa.nl/index.asp?option=products&section=M&id=1785&fct=Open
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 Towards Future Challenges of Agricultural Research in Europe
Bruselj, 26. – 27. juni 2007

http://cordis.europa.eu/fetch?CALLER=EN_NEWS_EVENT&ACTION=D&DOC=60&CAT=NEWS&QUERY=1178629613751&RCN=27560
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  5th World Investment Conference – Making Europe more attractive and competitive
Ljubljana, 27. – 28. juni 2007

http://www.euroconvention.com/
[image: image37.png]



  5th World Investment Conference – Making Europe more attractive and competitive
La Baule (Francija), 28. – 29. juni 2007

http://www.labaulewic.org/
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South-East Europe and the European Union  
Wilton Park, 28. – 30. juni 2007

http://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/themes/eu/conference.aspx?confref=WP861
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16th IST Mobile and Communications  
Budimpest, 1. – 5. juli 2007

http://www.mobilesummit2007.org/
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EFITA 2007: Environmental and Rural Sustainability through ICT  
Glasgow, 2. juli 2007

http://www.ianis.net/index.php?page=events&sub=detail&idevent=1609
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Central Europe Programme 2007-2013: Kick-off Forum  
Dunaj, 2. – 3. juli 2007

http://www.reklamebureau.at/interreg/nl.htm
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The EU's Policy towards its Eastern Neighbours: What Kind of Future Relationship?  
Wilton Park (UK), 3. – 6. juli 2007

http://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/themes/eu/pastconference.aspx?confref=WP819
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Energy Efficiency, Energy Security, Renewable Energy: Taking Forward the Gleneagles Dialogue and the G8 St Petersburg Conclusions  
Wilton Park (UK), 24. – 28. juli 2007

http://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/themes/environment/pastconference.aspx?confref=WPS06/18
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Bioenergy 2007 – Conference & Exhibition  
Jyvaskyla (Finska), 3. – 6. september 2007

http://seminaarit.ohoi.fi/default.asp?seminarID=6
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EFMD 37th Enterpreneurship, Innovation and Small Business Conference  
Ljubljana, 12. – 14. september 2007

http://www.efmd.org/html/Conferences/conf_detail.asp?id=061018ecvg&aid=061018hfzk&tid=2&ref=ind
[image: image46.png]



Energy Security in the European Union: The Eastern and Baltic Dimension  
Litva, 17. – 20. september 2007

http://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/themes/eu/conference.aspx?confref=WP870
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The Emerging Market Summit  
London, 24. – 25. september 2007

http://www.economistconferences.com/Roundtable/Public/con_common.asp?rtid=1044&rtRegion=4&area=1
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Serbia's EU Perspective  
Beograd, 25. – 27. september 2007

http://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/themes/eu/conference.aspx?confref=WPS07/3
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How to develop a Convincing Project Strategy for EU Funding: Do's and Don'ts for Local and Regional Actors  
Barcelona, 1. – 3. oktober 2007

http://www.eipa.eu/en/activities/show/&tid=1872
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Knowledge for Growth: Role and Dynamics of Corporate R&D  
Sevilla, 8. – 9. oktober 2007

http://iri.jrc.es/concord-2007/
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3rd Annual European Energy Policy Conference 2007  
Bruselj, 9. – 10. oktober 2007

http://www.epsilonevents.com/
[image: image52.png]



Agriculture in Europe: What is the Future?  
Wilton Park (UK), 9. – 11. oktober 2007

http://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/themes/eu/pastconference.aspx?confref=WP828
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The Presidency Challenge – The Practicalities of Chairing Council Working Groups  
Maastricht, 18. – 19. oktober 2007

http://www.eipa.nl/en/home/list/&pg=6
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2nd Biennial Event of Highland Regions: The Accessibility in Mountain Territories  
La Bresse (Francija), 18. – 19. oktober 2007

www.vosges.cci.fr
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The European Nano-Food Forum 2007  
Bruselj, 24. – 25. oktober 2007

www.epsilonevents.com
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Strengthening Labour Regulations in the Global Economy  
Wilton Park (UK), 8. – 10. november 2007

http://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/themes/economic/pastconference.aspx?confref=WPS06/28
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ECFIN Annual Research Conference 2007: Growth and Income Distribution in an Integrated Europe: Does EMU make a difference?  
Bruselj, 11. – 12. november 2007

http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/events/2007/events_brussels_1110_en.htm
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20th World Energy Congress  
Rim, 11. – 15. november 2007

http://www.rome2007.it/home/home.asp
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Annual European Climate Change Conference 2007  
Bruselj, 13. – 14. november 2007

http://www.epsilonevents.com/
[image: image60.png]



China: Towards an Innovative Society – the Risks, the Opportunities  
Wilton Park (UK),13. – 17. november 2007

http://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/themes/regions/pastconference.aspx?confref=WP831
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UN Annual Conference on Climate Change  
Bali, 3. – 4. december 2007

14. ZANIMIVE PUBLIKACIJE

· World Economic Outlook, IMF, April 2007 http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/cat/longres.cfm?sk=19780.0
· The Powers of the Union, Fabio Franchino, Cambridge University Press, April 2007 http://eubookshop.com/1/204
· Improving Knowledge Transfer between the Research Institutions and Industry across Europe: Embracing Open Innovation – Implementing the Lisbon Agenda, Communication from the Commission, Com(2007) 182 final, April 2007
http://ec.europa.eu/invest-in-research/pdf/com2007182_en.pdf
· Global Trade Protection Report 2007 – Data & Analysis, Cliff Stevenson, Antidumpingpublishing, April 2007
http://www.antidumpingpublishing.com/uploaded/documents/CSDocuments/GTP%202007.pdf
· Climate Change 2007: The Physical Science Basis, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, February 2007
http://www.ipcc.ch/SPM2feb07.pdf
· Climate Change 2007: The Climate Change Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, February 2007 
http://www.climatesciencewatch.org/file-uploads/IPCC4_WG2_SPM_ScientistsFinal.pdf
· Environmental Consequences of Better Roads, T.Knudsen and B.Bang, SINTEF, February 2007 http://www.erf.be/images/Environmental_consequences_of_better_roads_English_Summary.pdf
· Sustainable Roads, EU Road Federation (ERF) February 2007 http://www.erf.be/images/IRF_BPC_on_Sustainable_Roads_April_2007.pdf
· I2010 – Annual Information Society Report 2007, Communication from the Commission, Com (2007) 146 final, March 2007 http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/eeurope/i2010/docs/annual_report/2007/070329_com_en.pdf
· I2010 – Annual Information Society Report 2007, Working Staff Document, Vol.1, 2, 3,  http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/eeurope/i2010/docs/annual_report/2007/070313_swp_volume_1.pdf 
· http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/eeurope/i2010/docs/annual_report/2007/070315_swp_volume_2.pdf 
· http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/eeurope/i2010/docs/annual_report/2007/070305_swp_volume_3.pdf
· National Security and the Threat of Climate Change, CNA, 2007 http://securityandclimate.cna.org/report/National%20Security%20and%20the%20Threat%20of%20Climate%20Change.pdf
· Asian Voices in Europe, EPC, April 2007 http://www.epc.eu/en/pub.asp?TYP=TEWN&LV=187&see=y&t=&PG=TEWN/EN/detailpub&l=12&AI=563
· Handbook on EU Funds 2007-2013, Europa Media PSC 2007 http://www.eutrainingsite.com/open_detailse.php
· EU Energy Policy: High Time for Action, EU Monitor nr.44, DB research, April 2007 http://www.dbresearch.de/PROD/DBR_INTERNET_EN-PROD/PROD0000000000209060.pdf
· From Free Trade to Deep Integration: Outlook on Economic Relations between the EU and US, EU Monitor nr.45, DB research, April 2007
http://www.dbresearch.de/PROD/DBR_INTERNET_EN-PROD/PROD0000000000209719.pdf
· Spring Economic Forecasts 2007 – 2008, European Economy, 2/2007, May 2007 http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/publications/european_economy/forecasts_en.htm
· Growth, Risks and Governance: The Role of the Financial Sector in south-eastern Europe, Occasional Paper 29/2007, European Economy, May 2007 http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/publications/occasional_papers/2007/occasionalpapers29_en.htm
· Annual Statement on the Euro Area and Annual Report, European Economy 4/2007, May 2007 http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/publications/european_economy/2007/euro_area2007_en.htm
· Meeting the Energy Challenge – The Shell Sustainability Report 2006, Shell, May 2007 http://sustainabilityreport.shell.com/servicepages/welcome.html
· The Accession Story – The EU from 15 to 25 Countries, George Vassiliou, 2007 http://www.libeurop.be/livre.php?numero=251701
· EU Environment Guide 2007, AmCham, 2007
http://eubookshop.com/1/222
· Regional Cooperation in South-East Europe, Press release of the Zagreb Summit, May 2007 http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/07/169&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
· EU FDI in 2005 – Issue number 55/2007, Eurostat, May 2007 http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page?_pageid=1073,46587259&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL&p_product_code=KS-SF-07-055
· EU Research in Road Transport, European Commission – DG Research 2007 http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/FileCache/PUBPDF/KI7606314ENC/KI7606314ENC_001.pdf
http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/FileCache/PUBPDF/KI7606314ENC/KI7606314ENC_002.pdf
· European Competitiveness Report 2006, European Commission – DG Enterprise and Industry 2007 http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/FileCache/PUBPDF/NBAK06001ENC/NBAK06001ENC_001.pdf
http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/FileCache/PUBPDF/NBAK06001ENC/NBAK06001ENC_002.pdf
· Proračun EU za leto 2007, European Commission, 2007 http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/FileCache/PUBPDF/KV7406815SLC/KV7406815SLC_002.pdf
· Funding the EU Budget with a Genuine Own Resource: The Case of A European Tax, Jacques Le Cacheux, Notre Europe, 2007
http://www.notre-europe.eu/uploads/tx_publication/Etud57-FundingtheEUBudget.pdf
· The European Environmental Technologies Action Plan Report 2005-2006, European Commission, May 2007 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/etap/agenda_en.htm
· An Ecometric Analysis of Willingness to Pay for Sustainable Development: A Case Study of the Volčji Potok Landscape Area, M.Verbič & R.Slave Erker, Enepri Working Paper, May 2007 http://shop.ceps.eu/BookDetail.php?item_id=1493
· Competitiveness Roadmap 2007-2050, Prof.S.Garelli, IMD, May 2007 http://www.imd.ch/research/publications/wcy/upload/roadmapPrint_A4.pdf
· The World Competitiveness Scoreboard 2007, IMD, May 2007 http://www.imd.ch/research/publications/wcy/upload/scoreboard.pdf
· IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook, IMD, May 2007  http://www.imd.ch/research/publications/wcy/index.cfm
15. PRILOGA 1.
Securing energy supply and tackling climate change: the view from India

India needs to maintain an economic growth rate of 8% to eradicate poverty, but also recognises the importance of balancing energy needs with environmental safeguards, said Shyam Saran, Special Envoy to the Indian Prime Minister. The country needs international support to move from coal-generated to non-fossil, non-conventional energy sources and develop its nuclear power sector. On energy efficiency, India hopes the forthcoming G8 + G5 summit will give practical support to developing countries’ clean energy policies.

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

His Excellency Shyam Saran, Special Envoy to the India Prime Minister and former Indian Foreign Secretary, said that India’s challenge was to balance trade and protect the environment, adding that he recognised that the country’s decisions on maintaining energy security in an environmentally sustainable way would have a global impact.

However, he stressed that despite the need for economic growth, India’s population understood how important it was to safeguard the environment, as the notion that nature was like “a mother” and a “source of nurture” was deeply engrained in tradition, and contemporary India “understood the relevance of this wisdom”.

India’s per capita energy consumption is currently far below that in the developed world, so if it is to maintain the 8% growth rate needed to eradicate poverty, energy supplies must quadruple to meet consumption - increasing from about 180,000 megawatts a year now to 800,000 megawatts by 2031.

In the short term, India will have to generate 50% of its energy for commercial consumption using coal, so the country is working to increase the use of clean coal technologies, to construct zero-emission power plants and to develop carbon sequestration. In the long term, it plans to shift to non-fossil and non-conventional energy sources, but will need international cooperation to help with the technological transfer and financing to do so, said Ambassador Saran.

Improving energy efficiency
The government is also working to improve the country’s energy efficiency, as well. While India’s present consumption rate is 0.16% equivalent per dollar of GDP, which compares favourably to the world average of 0.22%, the government believes it can reduce this by another 25%, bringing it down to the Scandinavian or UK equivalent of 0.14% per dollar of GDP.

Nuclear power also has an importance place in the country’s long-term plans. India is planning a three-stage programme - beginning with uranium-based power reactors, moving onto the plutonium fast-breeder reactors, and eventually developing nuclear reactors using thorium (a more commonly found natural mineral than uranium), of which India has one of the largest deposits in the world.

However, to expand its nuclear programme, the country again needs international collaboration to help it develop its technology.

Also in the nuclear field, India is anxious to develop fusion energy, and has become a partner in the EU-originated International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER) project.

In the alternative energy field, India is investing in a number of areas, including hydropower (a relatively clean energy source, which could vastly increase energy supplies), solar power, biogas and wind energy. The last of these has been a “great success story”, he said, and is scheduled to produce 6,000 megawatts of power in the near future.

Addressing the “environmental challenge”
Ambassador Saran stressed that with the renewed international focus on global warming and climate change, and predictions that developing countries will be worst affected even though they pollute less, India was keenly aware of the need to address the “environmental challenge”.

India was involved in the complex negotiations resulting in the Kyoto Protocol, which had been based on the principles of “equity and the polluter plays”. However, said the Ambassador, industrial countries (denoted as ‘Annex 1 countries’ in the Kyoto Protocol) now describe their agreed targets for cutting emissions as unrealistic because they are not prepared to accept the decline in living standards this would involve, and want developing and emerging countries to agree to the same cuts.

In fact, since Kyoto, some industrialised countries, such as the US, Canada and Australia have actually increased the amount of greenhouse gases they are producing, said the Ambassador.

“The impact of global warming requires adaptation,” he added, “and why should India bear the greater burden?” Nevertheless, he said India was working to reduce emissions and was collaborating with the EU through the EU-India Energy Panel on Clean Development and Climate Change, which discusses issues such as clean fuel, nuclear energy and energy efficiency.

“A new paradigm”
At the 2005 Gleneagles Summit, which focused on climate change, India had presented a paper on A new paradigm for international action on climate change. This proposed redefining patent protection, (as stipulated under the Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs) Agreement) for clean energy technology; providing additional incentives to finance the use of clean energy technologies in developing countries; and forming CLEAN-NET, a research network between industrialised and developing countries.

Unfortunately only the UK had taken up this initiative so far, said Mr Saran, but he was hopeful that this issue would be raised at the G8 + G5 summit this summer.

India is currently the world’s largest recipient of the $12 billion worth of funding available under the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) in the Kyoto Protocol. This mechanism allows industrialised countries to invest in emission reducing projects in developing countries to offset their own emissions.

While Ambassador Saran hoped that this might signal the potential for business opportunities, he said the CDM had been hampered by the artificially low world price for carbon, and stressed the need for a more efficient and effective market in carbon.

PRILOGA 2.

Teaching history: the path towards reconciliation in the Balkans

Teaching a ‘joint’ history of the Balkans region can play an important part in the reconciliation process, preventing nationalists from using past events to feed future conflicts and helping students to understand other viewpoints, speakers told a Policy Dialogue organised by the EPC with the King Baudouin Foundation and the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe. Several current projects encourage joint history teaching by producing text books and other teaching materials, but are hampered by a lack of funds.

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Marijana Grandits, Director of Working Table I (Democracy), Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe, described how teaching a joint history of the Balkans was part of the reconciliation process.

She said current history teaching and text books in the region were very dogmatic, based on ‘rote learning’ and used to bolster national identity, with a complete lack of regional perspective. For example, Croatian or Serbian text books stress their opponents’ crimes while playing down their own, using history to support current political platforms.

The heads of state and governments of the South-East European Cooperative Process (SEECP) support the idea of ‘modernising’ history, and want to use it to stress European standards. Ms Grandits said Balkan governments should “give space to civil society” by, for example, bringing in organisations such as the European Standing Conference of History Teachers’ Association. One of the Stability Pact’s important partners was the Centre for Democracy and Reconciliation for South Eastern Europe, which produces text books for the region.

She acknowledged that there was a “substantial misunderstanding” about the purpose of producing joint history books. Some people felt it was too soon to do this, given that the conflicts had taken place so recently, pointing out that it had taken France and Germany many years after the war to publish a common history text book. However, in her view, this issue had to be debated now “before the train was gone”.

There had also been complaints about imposing joint history projects on the region, but Ms Grandits said this gave teachers and students the opportunity to learn how their neighbours interpreted events and introduced “multi-perspective teaching methods”.

The European perspective
Vassilis Maragos, Directorate-General for Enlargement, European Commission, said that although the EU had no legal competence in education, it agreed it was crucial to revise history books so that past conflicts could not be used as a pretext for future ones. It was important “to leave past conflict and stereotypes behind” and for history to be “pluralist and tolerant”.

The EU’s relationship with South-eastern Europe has entered a new phase, based on “enhanced regional ownership”, and the planned regional cooperation council would signal a dramatic improvement in regional cooperation and activities.

Mr Maragos said he was aware that teaching history was a sensitive issue that needed to be guided by scientific rigour. He welcomed the fruit of joint work by historians in the region, which demonstrated countries’ capacity to cooperate. It was important that these countries adopted EU standards and left the legacy of the past behind.

Verena Taylor, Council of Europe, described how the Council had realised the significance of history teaching since 1949 when it had discussed the need to reform the teaching of European history to avoid a third world war.

The Council wished to create an environment where people understood the importance of protecting human rights and the rule of law, so did not want history used to reinforce preconceived ideas.

Following its 2001 Recommendation on ‘Teaching history in the 21st century’, the Council had launched a project on the European dimension in history teaching, focusing on some major historical dates, such as 1848 (the year of revolutions), 1919 (looking for peace) and 1989-90 (Central and Eastern Europe). This presented significant events in a new way to encourage young people to reach their own conclusions.

A second important project was on ‘The image of the other in history teaching’, which promotes a multicultural view of history, demonstrating that education can encourage multicultural societies in Europe, said Ms Taylor.

The way that history is taught can be a decisive factor in reconciliation, as taking a concrete, project-oriented approach encourages young people to develop their investigative skills. In this vein, the Council has organised seminars on the teaching of history across the Balkans over the past year.

Jean-Pierre Dubois-Montfort, Head of Mission for Franco-German relations, French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, focused on the production of a French-German history text book Europe and the World after 1945. The idea for this originated in 2003 when a group of French-German young people suggested a common history book on Europe for use in all French and German schools.

A ‘scientific council’ of academics, and government representatives had been convened to oversee the project and ensure the text book reflected both the different administrative structures in France and Germany, and the different approaches to teaching history - the French method is based on documents and illustrations, while the German one is based on debate.

Other important factors were to ensure that the book was attractive enough for teachers to use and had ‘added value’. The book takes a two-fold approach to historical reality: for example, the 1919 Treaty of Versailles is described differently in the French and German versions; the German version emphasises the history of the Länder (the German regional entities), while the French stresses the decolonisation process, and the assessment of the United States’ role in Europe and of Eastern Europe in the Soviet era differs in the two versions.

Sales of the book are going well, said Mr Dubois-Montfort, and there have been enquiries from Japan and China about producing a similar joint history book.

History teaching in the Balkans - the new challenge
Nenad Sebek, Centre for Democracy and Reconciliation for South Eastern Europe (CDRSEE), said his organisation was working to counter the ethnocentric approach to history in the region, and the view that “we are innocent” and “the other is the guilty party”. He added that national text books were also unbelievably dull and dogmatic.

The Centre has produced four workbooks for the region, choosing relatively controversial themes: the Ottoman Empire, nations and states in South-east Europe, the Balkan Wars and the Second World War. These provide supplementary texts for teachers, giving differing views of how people see the same event.

All the books have been conceived and written in the Balkans, and have so far received high approval ratings from teachers (84% in Serbia). The Centre’s work has been attacked by some governments, but Mr Sebek believed that every attack was a sign it was on the right track, as it had been accused “of conspiracy, not of incorrect facts”.

Joke van der Leeuw, EUROCLIO, European Standing Conference of History Teachers’ Association, described how the organisation, which has 60 members in 48 countries, has established a network of history educators in the Balkans.

While history education is not normally on the political agenda, people began to realise its importance after events in Kosovo, particularly given the “worrying development” of politicians and the media to enhance the importance of national history and its glory and suffering.

EUROCLIO has set up projects in Albania, Bulgaria and Macedonia in the framework of the Stability Pact, to be followed by projects in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia and Serbia, to encourage people to look at common issues. However, after a promising start, EUROCLIO has found that interest in joint history projects in the Balkans is falling and they are short of funds.

EUROCLIO is faced with several challenges, said Ms van der Leeuw. Governments view its work as “subversive”, so given the impossibility of writing text books for the national market in the Balkans, EUROCLIO is concentrating on producing teaching resource materials for teachers. 

Secondly, most current teaching materials hardly mention ethnic minorities in the Balkans at all. Thirdly, international resources tended to focus on emergency aid and “the spectacular project”, rather than on conflict prevention or long-term reconciliation. Support is also needed for projects with a comparative regional perspective. A long-term financial investment, backed up by patience and persistence, is crucial.

PRILOGA 3. 

Better regulation and the internal market

Applying the principles of better regulation should help to make the internal market more efficient, Arlene McCarthy, Chair of the European Parliament’s Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee, told an EPC Breakfast Policy Briefing. Extensive consultation with stakeholders, thorough impact assessments and a greater focus on implementation were all key aspects of this approach. Progress was being made, but one major concern was the pressure to agree legislation within a six-month EU Presidency.

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Arlene McCarthy MEP, Chair of the European Parliament’s Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCP), began by welcoming the opportunity to share ideas and hear people’s concerns about the single market and better regulation.

Referring to the large number of documents produced and proposals made on better regulation and the single market, she said the issue now was to ensure that what had been agreed was properly implemented.

She acknowledged that some business people had lost confidence in the single market because of a perceived gap between the promise and the reality, with the downside outweighing the benefits. On the other side, many in the public service sector were disillusioned, feeling that some EU legislation - such as the Services Directive - was trampling on workers’ rights.

Despite all this, the latest Single Market Scoreboard shows the best results ever in terms of the transposition of EU legislation, although Ms McCarthy said there was still an excessive number of infringements in France, Italy and Spain, particularly in the public procurement field.

Better or less regulation?
Turning to better regulation, Ms McCarthy addressed the issue of whether this meant less regulation, or better quality regulation. While the EU could and should abolish ineffective laws, it must guard against abandoning legislation on social or environmental protection.

The best way to produce better quality regulation is through informed debate, and the EU institutions must not try to push through regulations without involving all the stakeholders, not least because of the need to retain the trust of European citizens.

Ms McCarthy said that as chairman of the IMPC Committee, she came under considerable pressure to agree legislation quickly, with every EU Presidency anxious to deliver as many successes as possible during its six months in charge. This was not necessarily conducive to producing high-quality legislation.

Single market review
Moving onto the review of the single market launched by the European Commission, Ms McCarthy said one of the main questions was how this review could lead to a more efficient internal market using the principles of better regulation.

The business community wanted to ensure that regulations made the market work more efficiently. Unfortunately this was not always the case, firstly, because all legislation involves political compromises, and secondly, because some Member States fail to implement it correctly.
The Parliament has asked the Commission to carry out more studies and hearings to find better ways to consult and inform stakeholders in the process of drawing up new regulations.

Among the important principles to bear in mind during this process were the need to respect subsidiarity, ensure that legislation is proportional and accept that, in some cases, derogations may be necessary, even though these could undermine enforcement. Single market legislation must also be consistent, transparent, accountable and well-targeted to ensure that it does the job required.
Role of the European Parliament
Ms McCarthy said the European Parliament was a powerful legislator and needed to be kept fully informed about all new proposals. This did not always happen and the Parliament has therefore suggested setting up a better regulation task force and an inter-institutional working group to share and benchmark best practices.

This would help avoid the problems that had arisen, for example, with the Consumer Credit directive: the Committee felt that this was fundamentally flawed as it had tried to take all Member States’ demands into account, and had required more than 120 amendments.

It also crucial to ensure proposals for new laws both open up the market and provide sufficient protection for consumers. An inter-institutional working group would help to muster resources and make sure the institutions are working in the same direction.

Enterprise and Industry Commissioner Günter Verheugen has presented three new proposals designed to move the internal market forward. These must strike the right balance between opening the market, improving the environment, reducing administrative burdens and boosting the European economy.

New regulations must also take account of all the developments in new technology, and new European standards have to be coordinated with what is happening internationally.

Ms McCarthy insisted that legislation must foster a competitive environment, but must also protect consumers and the environment, maximising the benefits and minimising the costs. This is what impact assessments are designed to ensure, by mapping out all the possible consequences. However, there were question marks over who should assess the potential impact of amendments made to proposed legislation during the decision-making process and this issue needs to be addressed more fully.

Ms McCarthy agreed that in some cases, self-regulation by industry could be just as effective as legislation in protecting consumers. However, this must be scrutinised to see how this worked, and sanctions must be available if it did not. If this failed, then this is when regulations would be needed.

Extensive consultation on new proposals is an essential part of better regulation and, in particular, the IMPC is encouraging the Commission to consult those bodies or stakeholders who would be involved in implementing the legislation.

Moving on to the question of the transposition and implementation of EU legislation in national law, Ms McCarthy said there were too many cases in which Member States failed to implement directives correctly. A fast-track procedure was therefore needed to identify and study problems and monitor governments’ compliance with EU law.

The system for taking up complaints also needs to be more cost-effective, and the Commission must ensure that adequate resources are available to do this, and to ensure that infringements are rectified.

Ms McCarthy summed up by saying that while there were many areas in which new initiatives had been launched, the focus must be on essential legislation that would improve the performance of the internal market. The Parliament wanted to be more involved with the Commission and the Council in doing this, acting as partners in the process and ensuring that consumer rights were protected.
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